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The Great Seal of Our Nation 


By W. Henry LANNIN 


HE study of seals and their emblazonry bespeaks 
a knowledge of the science of heraldry. We may say 
that to-day heraldry is “more honored in the breach 
than in the observance.” And yet he who studies 
this antique science becomes knowing to the fact that there 
is much of mind-enlightening value, as also fascination, in 
the study. As every science has a terminology of its own, 
so is it with heraldry. Peculiar and distinctive words desig- 
nate that which is expressed. This demands that the student 
become knowing to the meaning of the heraldic terms. 

The beginnings of heraldry carry us back to remotest 
times. The pharoahsof Egypt and the monarchs of Assyria and 
Babylon have left their generic markings indelibly impressed 
and emblazoned* on fire-indurated tiles. These marks 
were heraldic in respect to ownership. However, heraldry 
as a science dates back to the ostentatious times of the 
European crusaders, when the soldiery of the East came 
into death-dealing grips with the stout knighthood of the 
West. We are credibly informed that “in early days, every 
knight had a device drawn or painted on his shield by which 
he might be known, and this he called his Coat of Arms, 
because the same design was embroidered also upon the 
coat, cloak or mantle which covered his armor. These 
marks of distinction were put on shields and bucklers before 
they were placed on banners, flags or cloaks.” But our 
mind interest of study for this passing hour is the symbolic 


* Heraldic emblazonry bespeaks decorative displayment, yet in proper 
keeping with line and color meaning of the whole. 
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emblazonry and mystic meaning of the Great Seal of the 
United States of America. The seal impress on an official 
document attests the authoritative genuineness of the 
document. As to this it is declared, “The signature (of the 
President) is a warrant for affixing the great seal to the 
commission, and the great seal is only to be affixed to an 
instrument which is complete. It attests, by an act supposed 
to be of public notoriety, the verity of the presidential 
signature. It is never to be affixed till the commission is 
signed, because the signature which gives force and effect 
to the commission, is conclusive evidence that the appoint- 
ment is made.” So has Chief Justice Marshall decreed. 

After the Declaration of Independence was signatured in 
1776, a committee of three was appointed to have drafted 
a national seal. The men so appointed were Benjamin 
Franklin, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson. After 
various drafts were submitted, the sketch before you was 
chosen as a proper and telling symbol. While our nation 
has a beautiful and suggestive flag, both in design and 
coloring, its seal is richer by far in artistic design and sym- 
bolic significance. Why the school children of the nation 
are not informed as to the Great Seal’s mystic meaning is a 
timely question to ask. The question before us is, What 
important truths does the Seal set forth which every citizen 
should know? 

The Seal, of course, is distinctive, inasmuch as it declares 
and stands for the nation’s exclusive mark. To read the 
seal is to know all which it symbolizes. Yes, the seal is the 
impressed mark of the nation. Official men may come and 
go, but the seal remains. Anciently, monarchs of states 
marked with their signet rings. A Bible recorded instance 
is the following, *And the king took his ring from his hand, 
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and gave it unto Haman the son of Hammedatha, the 
Agagite, the Jew’s enemy.” (Esther III:10.) 

In harmony with universal law the Great Seal is dual in 
design significance. Its implication is both secular and 
spiritual, exoteric and esoteric. Its stars, shield, bars, and 
arrows, we may say, bespeak secular truth, whereas its 
triangle, eye, bird, pyramid, wings, olive branch, and 
mottoes, bespeak spiritual truths. Moreover, the mystic 
number 13, is amazingly inwrought in its parts. This 
numerical fact requires more elucidation than the mere 
saying it stands for the thirteen states. This is but one 
aspect of the number. 

The scholars who designed the seal, beyond doubt, were 
aware of this number’s mystic meaning. We note that in 
the seal there are 13 stars, 13 bars, 13 arrows, 13 feathers 
in the eagle’s tail, 13 feathers in each of the wings, 13 leaves 
on the olive branch, and 13 letters in two of the Latin 
mottoes. Surely this multiplied using of the number 13 
bespoke more than the political fact that the new nation 
comprised thirteen states! 

The prominent bars on the shield, together with the 
stars, sufficiently designated this fact. The author of this 
study is of the mind that the multiformed using of 13—a 
number that possesses the unenlightened repute of mis- 
fortune—an unlucky number, mystically symbolized much 
more than any surfaced reading. To him who is versed in 
the root principles of numerology, the using of 13 in the 
Great Seal is highly instructive. What did it significate? 
The words of a kabbalistic instructor will enlighten. “It 
(13) is a number indicating continual change of plans, 
place, and such like, arid is not unfortunate as is generally 
supposed. In some ancient writings it is said, ‘He who 
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understands the Number 13 will be given power and 
dominion.’ It is symbolized by the picture of a Skeleton, 
or Death with a scythe reaping down men. It is a number 
of upheaval, destruction and re-creation. It is a symbol of 
Power which, if wrongly used, will wreck destruction upon 
itself.” The death picture herein mentioned has reference 
to the Hebrew Tarot cards, of which the gamblers playing- 
cards is a prostitution. No wonder is it that 13 is vised a 
number of misfortune by the evil-minded gambler. Such 
men, no doubt, have cause to dread its mystic power. It is 
a-truth that the dual principle of destruction and re-con- 
struction in Nature is as immutable as the universe. The 
number 13 is a numerical symbol of this law. It is of fact 
that the four-fold seasons of a year, viz., Springs Summer, 
Autumn, Winter, contains, severally, 13 weeks. In con- 
sidering this progressive movement a writer has remarked, 
“This number (13) is the mystic power of the Manifestor 
of Life working in matter and changing the conditions from 
one season to another.” More than this, it is interesting 
to note how that a pack of playing cards numerically con- 
sists of four suits, while each suit contains 13 cards. We 
are told that an extinct people of Central American, called 
Mayas, who are conceded to have been amazingly advanced 
in knowledge, made much of this number. These people 
held that 13 days constituted a week, and twenty-eight of 
13 day weeks summed a year and one extra day. In the 
passing of 13 years an extra week, a group of 13 days, accum- 
mulated. These days were considered sacred to the Deity. 
It was a week of high festivals, sacrificing, etc. In what 
way and by whom the Mayas gained the mystic meaning 
of number 13, doubtless will never be known. As the spirit 
of superstition roots in ignorance, it would be wrong to say 
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that a knowledge of the mystic science of numbers breeds 
superstition. A careful study of the Great Seal leads to 
mind convincement that the designers were men of mystic 
wisdom. The architectural scheme set forth in an unfinished 
pyramid, on the reverse side of the seal evidences this fact. 
And here again the number 13 is impressed. The unfinished 
structure has 13 tiers of stone. Herein is symbolized the 
thirteen states. Yet there inheres in the choice of a pyramid 
a deeper meaning or aspect. We are told that Egypt’s 
Great Pyramid covers approximately 13 acres, while its 
entrance passageway opens upon the 13th tier of stones. 
Each side of its base measures 9,130 inches. This number 
resolves to 13. Thus, 9+1+3+0-13. How thought-pro- 
voking is all this! 

We observe an eagle on the Seal’s obverse* side with wings 
displayed. This significates progressive movement. Ås 
the eagle in America is reputed to be the king of birds, in 
like manner our nation has not its superior among nations. 
Then, also, no bird symbolizes individual freedom more 
truly than this bird of the airs of heaven. It may be 
remarked in this connection that birds have ever been used 
in art symbolism. The submitted illustration of a bronze 
coin of old Egypt’s minting, centuries prior to A. D. 1, is 
substantial proof of the fact. Note the mystic monogram, 
X, P, placed between the bird’s feet. These letters are 
pronounced "chi rho,” meaning “The light of Horus,” who 
was conceived to have been the son of the god, Ra, the Sun. 
Chi rho is to-day pronounced Cairo, the name of a city in 
Egypt. 

* The term, obverse, stands in heraldry for the Face side. The under 


side is designated, the reverse. 
The term, displayed, signifies, with wings expanded or outspread. 
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Ptolemaic bronze coin of Egypt with the sacred monogram, XP 


Prof. F. H. Herrick, a leading biologist, writes of the 
eagle, 一 “The choice of a national emblem could hardly 
have been more appropriate than in the case of the American 
eagle. A true native of America, the white-headed or 
‘bald eagle’ ranges over nearly the whole of the North 
American continent. In action, the eagle is the true ‘king 
of birds.’ Whether soaring or circling far above the earth 
or plunging like a meteor from the sky; whether screaming 
defiance at the storm or fiercely striking his prey, he has 
seemed the very embodiment of freedom and power to all 
men of every age. His effigy has been emblazoned on the 
chariots of warriors and shields of knights, or, raised aloft 
on poles and banners, has followed legions into battle from 
the days of Marius to those of Napoleon and the World War.” 
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THE SHIELD 

Upon the breast of the eagle we behold a shield. Upon 
this are two heraldic parts, the Chief and Pale.* A general 
term for the shield, as also that which is emblazoned upon 
it, is the word, escutcheon. The word is a Latin derivitive, 
scutum, meaning, defence, or protection. As to the 
escutcheon, it has been written, “The preservation of the 
escutcheon was a point of honor. It was held disgraceful 
to lose it under any circumstances. There was no part of 
armor which the Knights valued more highly than the 
shield, and none on which they lavished more wealth of 
decoration. It was at first made of ox-hide, or of double 
leather only; later of wicker covered with leather or metal, 
or of beaten metal entirely, even of gold and silver.” A 
brief account as to the acceptance of the Seal is as follows: 
The report of the Committee was referred to Mr. Charles 
Thomson, then Secretary of Congress, who made certain 
changes in the design; introduced the arrows for the first 
time; used the olive-branch and constellation of thirteen 
stars surrounded by clouds; arranged the stripes o’er the 
shield as chevrons* and submitted it, in its amended form, 
to Mr. Barton (the artist). This gentleman introduced the 
Chief, submitted pales for chevrons, limited the arrows to 
thirteen, and made other changes including, presumably, 
the. placing of the shield upon the eagle’s breast........ 
The new seal was cut in brass soon after it had been decided 
upon, and itis found on a commission dated September 16, 1782, 
granting full power and authority to General Washington 
to arrange with the British for exchange of prisoners of war.” 


* Chief, implies the upper part ofthe shield. Inthe color schemeit is blue. 
Pale, as a term, designates the verticle lines on the shield, in color, 
which symbolizes the 13 states in union. 
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Tue SEAL'S OLIVE BRANCH AND ARROWS 

In the dexter* talon of the eagle is beheld an olive branch 
with 13 leaves and fruit. This is a very telling symbol. 
From the antiquitous life-time of the patriarch, Noah, the 
olive leaf has been viewed as a symbol of peace and good will. 
As to its origin we read from the book, Genesis, the follow- 
ing: 一 “and again he (Noah) sent forth the dove out of the 
ark. And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, 
in her beak was the fresh leaf of an olive.” (Genesis 
VIII:rr.) The dexter placing of the olive branch evidences 
the greater preference for peace and good will than that of 
war. 

In directive sinister* to-that of the olive branch are the 
arrows. The arrow, in a distinctive sense, is a symbol of 
conflict. It is historically recorded that when Captain 
Miles Standish of the New England Colonists, received a 
bunch of arrows, wrapped about by the skin of a snake, by 
the hand of an Indian herald, there was no misunderstanding 
as to the meaning of the symbol. It was a proclamation of 
war. However, the arrows gripped in the eagle’s sinister 
talon do not presage war and conquest, but, rather, the will 
and purpose to protect and uphold the nation. The com- 
mendable desire for peace does not make null and void the 
citizen readiness to defend his homeland against alien foe- 
men without, or traitorous enemies within. While the 
emblazonry on the seal shows the olive branch and the 
arrows juxtapositioned, yet the one balances the other. In 
a homely phrase it can be truly declared that “Uncle Sam” 
is no bravado among earth’s nations with a challenger’s chip 


* Dexter. Opposed to left. The right in heraldry. 
Chevron. In heraldry, is a decorative device resembling the rafters of 
aroof. It is usually placed on the coat sleeve. 
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on his shoulder. Rather does our nation accept as of wisdom 
the expressed thought of the Bard of Avon,— 


“ Beware of entrance to a quarrel; but being in, 
Bear’t that the opposed may beware of thee.” 


THE SEAL’s STARS 

As the fixed stars of the heavens are in constellated groups, 
above the eagle’s head, in like manner are placed 13 mullets* 
within a circle surrounded by clouds of glory, while above 
all are placed the Latin words, E Pluribus Unum, which 
signifies, many in one, or, the union of many. 

From time immemorial the orbs of heaven have been 
chosen by men as symbols of earthly rulers and sovereignties. 
What was astrologically vised as a malignant star or planet 
significated an evil and destructive monarch. On the other 
hand, a beneficent star, or group of stars, symbolized a 
ruler, or federation of rulers, among men. The Bible writ- 
ings set forth the two aspects, as follows: “The third angel 
blew, and a huge star blazing like a torch dropped out of the 
sky, dropped on the third of the river and on the fountains 
(the name of the star is Wormwood); a third of the waters 
became wormwood, and many people died of the waters, 
because they had become bitter.” (Rev. 8: 10-11.) 

As the explication of the above statement does not come 
within the purview of this study, the reading of it must 
suffice. Enough to know that a malignant power is set 
forth, cor-related with astral influence. How opposed to 
this astralic evil is the following: “Canst thou bind the 


* Sinister. The left side of a shield looking to the spectator’s right. 
Mullets. A star-shaped form of five straight points. 
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sweet influences of the Pleiades, (the seven stars in the sign, 
Taurus) or loose the bands of Orion . ............ 
Can you control the Skies? Can you prescribe their sway 
over the earth?” (Job 38: 31-33.) It will be well for our 
American nation if the united influence of its cluster of 
states remains wholesome. Alien and corrupting influences 
demands vigilant scanning, as also summary treatment. 

Encircling the stars on the seal are clouds which are sun- 
kissed. No forked flash of the electric fluid, or tempest 
cloud of darkness, is in evidence. It is as if the deific heavens 
take delight with the unified star cluster. Has the enlarged 
constellation of to-day abiding cause for Heaven’s blessed 
recognition? Unmistakably it has, providing the two-fold 
aspect of unity is of vital force. Political unity, in any 
nation, cannot have permanent continuance if the minds 
of the citizens conflict with each other. What may be 
termed spiritual unity must energize and cement the more 
earthly political ingredient. Of course, we do not mean an 
unity of religious belief and behaviour, for all history evi- 
dences the fact that religious predilection disunites, and 
tends to disputation and disfellowship. 


Tur SEAL?S Reverse Face 

Our survey of the obverse face of the Great Seal has been 
completed, and much of informing worth has been gleaned. 
The reader’s attention is now called to the two-fold truths 
which are to be gleaned by a study of the engraved design 
on the seal's reverse. “We behold an unfinished pyramid, 
with an eye above it with a triangle, surrounded by a glory, 
composed of an aureole of the sun’s golden rays. Two 
mottoes are inscribed on the reverse of the seal, one at the 
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base of the pyramid: ‘Novus Ordo Seclorum’—a new series 
of ages—signifying that a new order of things had com- 
menced in the Western Hemisphere, and one surrounding 
the eye,‘Annuit Coeptis’—God has favoured the under- 
taking, both mottoes being taken from Virgil.” 
The poet who conceived and wrote the following sublime 
lines in honor of our nation’s glorious banner could have as 
truly envisaged the nation’s Great Seal. Note the tran- 


scendent lines,— 


“When freedom from her mountain height 
Unfurled her standard to the air, 
She tore the azure robe of Night 
And set the stars of glory there. 
She mingled with its glorious dyes 
The milky baldric of the skies, 
And striped its pure celectial white 
With streakings of the morning light; 
Then from his mansion in the sun 
She called her eagle-bearer down 
And gave into his mighty hand 
The Symbol of her chosen land.” 


It was more than a classical thought which impelled the 
designer of the Great Seal to sketch an unfinished pyramid 
as a telling symbol on the reverse side. Centuried years 
antedating the national birth of Greece and Rome, Pharaoh 
Khufu, termed, “Cheops,” about B. Ը. 2170, as eminent a 
stone-builder as ever lived on earth, caused to have upreared 
in primeval Egypt a mysterious structure. This time- 
enduring monument was the chosen prototype of our nation’s 
seal artist’s handiwork. The pyramid is other than a palace, 





e 
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regal mansion, or castellated fortress. It was an earth- 
foundationed treasury in itself of the universal sciences. 
The pyramid speaks of that which is above as truly as that 
which is beneath. While it is true that the matter-enslaved 
mind beholds in Cheops nought else than a geometric pile 
of stone, to the mind of the mystic initiate it voices “‘the 
language of another world.” America’s national pyramid 
is still in the process of building, although it bulks to date 
some 48 tier states. As this number is resolvable to 3, a. e. 
48=12+3, and as three is considered a numberal type of 
that which is divine, we need not look for a larger territorial 
expansion. However, our puissant nation vitally needs, ere 
the mystic cap-stone conjoins therewith, a spiritual increase- 
ment. The words of Solomon are expressive: “Righteous- 
ness exalteth a nation; but sin is a reproach to nations.” 

It is to be noted that the triangular cap-stone which is 
“neither oblong or square,” rests on the airs or firmanent of 
the heavens above the unfinished structure. This clearly 
evidences that this necessary “corner-stone” (the chief of 
the pyramidal five) has an altogether spiritual significance. 
Moreover, its triangular form attests this truth. Then, also, 
the mystic eye engraved on its face corroborates our sym- 
bolic reading. As anciently the plural-storied ‘Tower of 
Babel” was an unfinished temple of Bal, and this because 
of the impieity of its boastful builders, it behooves the 
ambitious builders of the American nation to “take heed 
how they build.” All this, and more, is set forth in unmis- 
takable clarity by the engraved design of the Great Seal. 

As to the triangle it has been written, “The triangle has 
been called ‘the Symbol of all the arts and sciences’ and has 
been used to represent all knowledge acquired by man- 
kind............ Among the Hebrews, the triangle, 
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with a yod in the centre, was used to represent the tetra- 
grammaton, or the ineffable name of God. Mr. Mackey, 
the Masonic scholar, remarks, ‘In geometry a single line 
cannot represent a perfect figure, neither can two lines. 
Three lines, however, constitutes the triangle, or first perfect 
demonstrable figure. Hence this figure symbolizes the 
Eternal God, infinitely perfect in His nature’.” 

It may be said that our national forbears were not ignorant 
of scriptural writings. They, doubtless, were familiar with 
the recorded words of Moses,—‘‘As an eagle stirs its nest- 
lings, fluttering over its brood, spreading its wings to catch 
them, carrying them on its pinions, so the Eternal alone was 
their leader, and never a foreign god with him. He made 
them masters of the highlands, living off the hills, sucking 
honey from the very crags and oil from flinty rocks.” (Deut. 
32: 11-13.) 

It is of timely moment to note that in the brief period of 
our great nation’s building, vitally important changes, not 
only industrial but of mind-moulding ingredient, have 
ensued. . . What conditions we as citizens are facing of 
economic as also moral nature, sums the fruitage of the 
individualistic system of enrichment which prevailed from 
the nation’s genesis. A gigantic and world-wide policy and 
system-of barter o’er-topped the slower yet healthier land- 
tilling mode of citizen livelihood. The moral and social 
effect of this is apparent. However, as has been stated, 
“There is a divinity that shapes our end, rough-hew it as 
we will.” Å 

The uprearing of a nation of freemen in North America 
was indeed a new human undertaking, as the motto declares. 
The down-trodden and oppressed peoples of old-world 
nations, mind-blighted and bruised, swept in increasing 
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number into this new Canaan haven of opportunity. These 
polyglot peoples were not only strangers to the tongue of the 
nation’s builders, but to their mode of mind and morals. 
A measure of assimilation has beneficially ensued. Naturally 


enough, extraneous influences have motivated against ` 


citizen unity. Partizanship, in various forms, has taken 
precedence over unified citizenship. Both racial and religious 
“bones of contention” have instigated in a separative way, 
while the cement of good-fellowship has been poorly and 
inadequately used. May it never in sorry truth be said that 
the telling markings of the Great Seal of the United States 
of America are but a documentary emblazonry, an ingenious 
design which means much or little according to the fancy 
and caprice of the beholder. In the inspiring words of an 
American poetess* the author of this study is in hearty 
accord,— 

“Thou shining land and great, 

Fulfill thy loftier fate; 

Thou glorious and wise 

Whose towers touch the skies, 

The loins of nations pour 

Their children at thy door, 

That thou God’s magic word shalt find. 


The idealistic design of the Great Seal has been studiously 
brought to the attention of the reader of these pages. The 
explication cannot but enlighten the minds of those who 
read to a purpose. It may also be that the casual reader 
may have gleaned a sheaf of informative grain. It is well 
to mentally vise the foundational thought which controlled 
the minds of our nation’s initial builders. To do this, a 


* (From “Creator Man,” by Angela Morgan.) 
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clearer aspectation of the nation’s present day status is 
possessed. 

Wealth hunting and harvesting has largely o’er-topped and 
usurped all spiritual and citizen-ennobling ethics. Thus it 
has transpired that Stock-market news, criminal incidents, 
etc., are popularized. Competition in every pursuit of 
citizen endeavour supremely rules. The spirit to over- 
reach is not unifying, but dis-intergrating. Like as a pack 
of cards is essential to the enrichment of the gamester, so 
are the products of machine, loom, and soil to the unpro- 
ductive trader. To supply citizen need, as also the far-flung 
need of foreign peoples, the trader must secure possession of 
a nation’s products. As a capitalist he places the price, and 
sells, if he can, to his profit. 

This sums business, and the building up of trade is con- 
sidered the proper mode to enrich and strengthen a nation. 
This is to be seriously questioned. The mystic wisdom 
inhering in the Great Seal points the path to national great- 
ness. An impartial distribution of the nation’s industrial 
and agricultural output should, first of all, meet the citizen 
need ere foreign marketing of products be carried on. This 
coincides with Bible statement, “If any provide not for his 
own, and especially for those of his own house, he hath 
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” (I Timothy 5:8.) 

For our nation to adequately supply home need would do 
more to blossom patriotism than all showy parades, civic, 
religious, or militant. No man can sincerely love his home- 
land if as a citizen his homeland fails to evidence its good 
will and regard for him. Though the citizen be but a unit 
among millions, even inferior to many, his living needs 
demand recognition and attention. To tax the citizen to 
the limit of giving without a compensatory balance of 
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benefits, is unjust and despotic. If a man’s country should 
be everything to him, by a parity of reasoning the man and 
citizen should be everything to the country. Admitting that 
governments “‘derive their just powers from the consent of 
the governed,” whensoever power is applied contrary to the 
principle of justice, it is impossible for the burden-bearing 
citizen to love an unjust government. Rather is it of 
patriotic displayment to “throw off such government, and 
to provide new guards for future security.” Our nation’s 
“Declaration” thus hewed to the line of citizen rights. On 
the other hand, whensoever an unruly and partizan body 
of the populous foments antagonisms and destructive evils, 
such nation-wreckers should be dealt with unsparing hand. 
However, while justice squares to the righteous line and is 
moulded upon equity, the principle of mercy “droppeth as 
the gentle rain from heaven upon the place beneath: it 15 
twice blest,—it blesseth him that gives and him that takes.” 
Never has modern pen wrote more inspirational truth than 
that by which we choose to close this study,— 


“New occasions teach new duties; Time makes ancient good 
uncouth; 

They must upward still, and onward, who would keep 
abreast of Truth; 

Lo, before us gleam her camp-fires! We ourselves must 
Pilgrims be, 

Launch our Mayflower, and steer boldly through the 
desperate winter sea, 

Nor attempt the Future’s portal with the Past’s blood- 
rusted key.” 

(James RUssELL Lowe Lt.) 
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